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Characteristics of healthcare data
Data research and analysis in healthcare is a major aspect. Data is required for making different decisions regarding the health of an individual. It helps in generating holistic views as well as personalizing treatments for various patients. There are various characteristics that make data in healthcare a separate industry. one of the characteristics includes the existence of the data in multiple places. Data in healthcare can be found in different systems such as electronic health records as well as different departments. Different types of data are needed in different departments such as radiology, pharmacy (Dinov, 2016).
Data in healthcare also differ significantly. There is inconsistency in the type of data used in evidence based practices within the healthcare system. For example, different clinicians may use s different types of data in describing an individual as diabetic or some clinicians may group asthmatic individuals in different cohorts which is also acceptable. Data in healthcare is also a separate industry as it can exist in both a structured and unstructured manner. Unstructured data is used in appeasing most of the users of the electronic medical records(EMRs). There has always been a consistent capture of data used in deciding treatments for patients without which the provision of healthcare services can be challenging (Dinov, 2016).
Uses of data in healthcare 
The processed and analyzed data has multiple uses in healthcare.  Data is analyzed to decide the possible treatment options for different infections. Without the data, clinicians may have various challenges in customizing specific solutions to different infections. Data is also used in making predictions about vulnerable populations to certain infections providing possible preventive measures. Data in healthcare is also used in designing and evaluating the best alternative treatments for different infections. The analyzed data helps in identifying the relation between different treatment options and their outcomes when applied in the treatment of different infections (Dinov, 2016).  
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